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Nordic Research Information 
System (NordRIS) 
- Integrated data and analysis on publications to support 

 responsible research evaluation, statistics and science 
 policy in the Nordic countries  
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Further work 

•  Using, enriching and running the Nordic list 
•  Synergies with other Nordic and European 

initiatives 
•  New Nordic co-ordination 
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On the Agenda, but still unsolved… 

–  Commercial databases, Web of Science or Scopus, do not provide complete coverage of research output in 
any field, and in SSH fields they suffer from severe lack of coverage of books and publications in languages 
other than English. 

–  Science policy and research evaluation at all levels of the European Research Area need reliable, 
comparable, and comprehensive information on research activity, productivity and quality.  

–  The Noria-NET report Comparing Research at Nordic Universities using Bibliometric Indicators (Nordforsk, 
Policy Paper 4/2017) recommended a complete standardization and verification of the five Nordic countries’ 
data sets for future analyses of SSH research.  
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Earlier Nordic collaboration in Research Information 
Management 

Bibliometric	reports	
	

NordForsk	has	funded	
development	of	research	

performance	indicators	and	
analyses	in	the	framework	of	

the	Noria-net.		
The	network	has	produced	
three	reports	(2011,	2014,	
and	2017)	based	on	Web	of	
Science	(WoS)	to	measure	

and	compare	research	in	the	
Nordic	countries.		

The	Nordic	List	
	

The	Nordic	countries	have		
shared	experiences,	

harmonized	the	naHonal	
publicaHon	channel	lists,	and	
implemented	the	Nordic	list,	
an	integrated	register	for	
publicaHon	channels.	The	
project	was	funded	by	
NordForsk	and	The	

Presidency	of	the	Nordic	
Council	between	2016-2018.		

	

Integra7on	of	na7onal	
publica7on	data	

	
Norway	and	Finland	have	
parHcipated	the	pilot	

project	in	the	framework	of	
EU	Cost	AcHon	ENRESSH	

network.	The	pilot	
demonstrated	the	use	of	

the	Finnish	VIRTA	system	as	
a	soluHon	for	integraHng		
naHonal	publicaHon	

databases		
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Development at national level 
7 

–  The Nordic countries have invested heavily in the development of national publication data 
and indicators of research performance.  

–  The main difficulty of standardization and interoperability of research information at the 
European level is the variety of national systems, processes and data models.  

•  In Denmark, Finland and Norway, the national data cover all fields of science, and are 
currently being used as a basis for performance-based research funding systems (PRFS) for 
allocating core funding to universities (Sivertsen 2016).  

•  However, this national research information has not yet reached its full-potential for cross-
country comparisons and international benchmarking. 

–  Many countries are facing a similar problem at national level when they compile information 
from research organizations using various local research information systems (CRIS), e.g.: 

–  Norway: a national CRIS used by all organizations 

–  Denmark: data integrated from local PURE systems in a national database  

–  Finland: data integrated from various local CRISes to a regional database 
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Proposal of a Nordic collaboration project: 
Nordic Research Information System (NordRIS) 

 

Nordic Research Information 
System (NordRIS) 
 
Integrated data and analysis on publications to 
support responsible research evaluation, 
statistics and science policy in the Nordic 
countries 
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Objectives 
•  The goal of the Nordic bibliometric collaboration project is to create a Nordic Research 

Information System (NordRIS) including  
–   Comprehensive and high quality integrated Nordic publication data  
–   Further development of the Nordic List built upon the work done in the Nordic 

 list project. 
–   Information basis for bibliometric analysis at Nordic level, namely the biannual 

 Nordic bibliometric report.  
 

Ø  Consistent, up-to-date and comparable data would be available for research 
evaluation and dissemination of research results at Nordic level. 
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Outcome 
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Work packages 
WP1	The	Integrated	

Nordic	Publica7on	Data	
	

IntegraHon	and	
harmonizaHon	of	each	

Nordic	country’s	naHonal	
data	into	one	Nordic	
publicaHon	database	

based	on	the	concept	of	
Finnish	VIRTA	

	
Coordina7on:	CSC,	Finland	

WP2	The	Nordic	List	
	

FinalizaHon	of	the	work	
of	the	previous	Nordic	
List	project:	integraHon	
of	the	naHonal	authority	
lists	and	implementaHon	
of	the	web	interface	.		

	
Coordina7on:	TSV,	Finland	

WP3	The	Nordic	
Bibliometric	reports	

	
A	biannual	update	of	the	
bibliometric	WoS	report	
based	on	Web	of	Science	
(2019	and	2021)	and	

bibliometric	report		based	
on	the	integrated	Nordic	
publicaHon	database	and	
the	Nordic	List	(2021).	

	
Coordina7on:	NIFU,	Norway	
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Stakeholders 
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Organization 

•  CSC – IT Center for Science, Finland as the formal applicant of the NORDRIS project and responsible for 
project administration and financial reporting and accounting 

•  Each work package has a coordinator responsible for its organization and progress: 
–  WP1: CSC, Finland 
–  WP2: TSV, Finland 
–  WP3: NIFU, Norway 

•  The steering group monitors the collaboration and development of the NORDRIS project and consists of 
two representatives from each Nordic country.  

•  The practical issues of work packages will be agreed and processed in corresponding working groups.  
•  A stakeholder seminar introduces the outcome of the project and supports dialogue with relevant bodies, 

such as science policy makers, research organization, libraries, and researchers 
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Resources in Person Months and EUROs 
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Presented for NordForsk 

•  A draft proposal of our application was presented for NordForsk in Oslo 
the 15th of October 2018 

•  Feedback from NordForsk: In the application we have to address how 
this project can support the Nordic countries’ strategies for transition to 
open science (PlanS etc….).  




