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QUALITY	ASSURANCE	BASED	ON	PEER-REVIEW	

•  Originating	from	the	sciences,	pre-publication	peer	review	has	
become	a	widely	accepted	standard	in	publishing	of	new	
results	also	in	the	social	sciences	and	humanities	

•  Evidence	of	peer	review	is	typically	considered	a	minimum	
requirement	of	research	publications:		
–  Merit	for	researchers	
–  State	subsidies	for	scholarly	publishing		
–  Performance-based	Research	Funding	System	



	
IDENTIFYING	PEER-REVIEWED	PUBLICATIONS	

•  National	publication	data	shows	a	degree	of	uncertainty	with	
regard	to	definition	of	peer-reviewed	publication	
–  Between	authors	of	same	article	or	book	
–  Between	authors	of	articles	to	same	anthology	

•  It	may	not	be	clear	either	to	the	publishers,	authors	or	the	
readers	of	publications	whether	the	article	or	book	has	been	
peer-reviewed,	and	if	refereed,	according	to	what	standards.	

•  Need	to	promote,	on	the	national	level,	uniform	quality	
assurance	practices	and	definition	of	peer-reviewed	
publications,	as	well	as	transparency	from	the	perspective	of	
both	the	authors	and	the	users	of	research	publications.		



	
FINNISH		LABEL	WORKING	GROUP	

•  In	2013	Federation	of	Finnish	Learned	Societies	(TSV)	
instituted	a	working	group	in	collaboration	with	book	
publishers	to	draft	a	proposal	on	the	national	label	for	peer-
reviewed	publications:	
–  Ilkka	Niiniluoto	(TSV),	chair		
–  Anne	Mäntynen	(Finnish	Association	of	Scholarly	Publishing)	
–  Jonas	Lång/Liisa	Hakamies-Blomqvist	(Svenska	Litteratursällskapet	i	

Finland)	
–  Tero	Norkola	(Finnish	Literature	Society	SKS)	
–  Tuomas	Seppä	(Gaudeamus)	
–  Olli	Poropudas/Jukka	Haapamäki	(MinEdu)	
–  Johanna	Lilja	(TSV)	
–  Janne	Pölönen	(TSV),	secretary	



	
GPRC-label,	Finnish	Literature	Society	SKS	

GPRC-leima:	http://www.gprc.be/en/content/what-gprc		



	
Tiedepolitiikka,	Historiallinen	aikakauskirja	(HAIK)	

HAIK last footnote:  
”Now published article by X has 
undergone scientific peer-review” 



	
FFLS	TO	REGISTER	THE	LABEL	

•  Upon	the	working-group’s	proposal,	the	government	of	FFLS	
decided	in	December	2013	to	register	the	label	for	peer-
reviewed	publications	as	a	trademark	

•  Academic	publishers	can	register	as	users,	free	of	charge,	by	
filling	the	e-form	on	the	FFLS	webpage	

•  Scientific	publisher	commit	to	guidelines	and	standards	of	
peer-review:	
–  Peer-review	guidelines	(Finnish	Association	of	Scholarly	Publishing	

2009)	
–  Good	scientific	practice	and	examining	of	alleged	violations	in	Finland	

(Finnish	Advisory	Board	on	Research	Integrity	2013)		
–  Specific	requirements	for	the	use	of	label	



	
SPECIFIC	REQUIREMENTS:	PEER-REVIEW	

•  The	label	can	be	printed	on	books	and	articles	which	have	
been	subject	to	a	review	by	two	persons	invited	to	assess	and	
write	an	opinion	on	them	at	the	request	of	the	editors	who	
are	in	charge	of	the	publication.	

•  The	process	is	focused	on	the	research	quality	(according	to	
the	standards	of	the	discipline	in	question):		
–  comprehensiveness	of	the	material	and	the	mastering	of	the	

theoretical	framework	
–  reliability	and	accuracy	of	the	research	implementation	
–  originality	and	novelty	of	the	results	in	relation	to	earlier	research	

•  The	publisher	must	send	the	review	reports	to	the	author(s)	of	
the	manuscript	



	
SPECIFIC	REQUIREMENTS:	DOCUMENTATION	

•  Scientific	publisher	must	keep	regular	hardcopy	or	electronic	
records	of	the	key	review	information	and	documents	related	
to	the	manuscripts	accepted	for	the	review	process:		
–  For	refereed	and	published	manuscripts:	publication	proposal	by	the	

authors,	opinions	issued	by	the	reviewers,	decisions	on	the	publication	
made	by	the	editors	and	sent	to	the	authors.	

–  For	refereed	manuscripts	not	accepted	for	publication:	publication	
proposal	by	the	authors	and	the	names	of	the	referees	

•  Records	are	not	public	data	and	will	not	be	regularly	reported	
to	TSV.		
–  However,	the	scientific	publishers	will	commit	themselves	to	providing	

TSV	or	TENK	with	the	details	and	documents	related	to	an	individual	
book	or	article,	if	asked	to	do	so.	



	
MARKING	THE	LABEL	

•  Scientific	publishers	committed	to	the	label	standards	are	
trusted	to	print	the	label	–	without	outside	control	–	on	the	
individual	articles	or	books	subjected	to	peer-review		

•  The	label	is	printed	in	the	publication	in	a	way	to	
unambiguously	indicate	which	writings	have	been	peer-
reviewed	

•  The	label	can	refer	to	the	entire	volume	if	it	only	includes	
peer-reviewed	writings,	or	to	individual	articles	if	the	volume	
includes	both	peer-reviewed	and	non-reviewed	writings.	







	
New	users	of	label	per	year	
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How	has	it	been	received?	
All	major	academic	book	publishers	and	roughly	a	half	of	all	Finnish	scholarly	journals	use	it	



	
Importance	of	TSV’s	services	
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Survey	to	learned	societies	about	importance	of	services?	
Among	60	learned	societies	majority	considered	it	important	or	very	important	service	


